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name of being something of a skinflint And skinflints are always rich,
as is well known.—crockett.
The last sentence here is a mere comment on what is itself
only an appendage, the clause introduced by especially; it has
therefore no right to the dignity of a separate sentence. But
it can hardly be mended without some alteration of words
as well as stops; for instance, put a semicolon after suitors,
write moreover for especially as, and put only a comma after
skinflint;; the right proportion would then be secured.
The spot-plague, as we have shown, sometimes results in
illogicality; it need not do so, however; when it does, the
fault lies with the person who, accepting its principles, does
not arrange his sentences to suit them. It is a new-fashioned
and, in our opinion, unpleasant system, but quite compatible
with correctness.
Over-stopping, to which we now proceed, is on the contrary
old-fashioned; but it is equally compatible with correctness.
Though old-fashioned, it still lingers obstinately enough to
make some slight protest desirable; the superstition that
every possible stop should be inserted in scientific and other
such writing misleads compositors, and their example affects
literary authors who have not much ear. Any one who finds
himself putting down several commas close to one another
should reflect that he is making himself disagreeable, and
question his conscience, as severely as we ought to do about
disagreeable conduct in real life, whether it is necessary. He
will find that the parenthetic or emphatic effect given to
an adverbial phrase by putting a comma at each end of it
is often of no value whatever to his meaning; in other words,
that he can make himself agreeable by merely putting off
a certain pompous solemnity; erasing a pair of commas may
make the difference in writing that is made in conversation
by a change of tone from the didactic to the courteous.
Sometimes the abundance of commas is not so easily reduced ;
a change in the order of words, the omission of a needless

